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          THE CONNECTICUT AUXILIARE #3 / November 2024 

    American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Connecticut, Inc. 

                                 P.O. Box 266, Rocky Hill, CT 06067-0266 

                                      Office: aladeptct@gmail.com 

Phone #959-230-4168 

Web Site: www.alactdept.weebly.com 

Department Office Hours:  Monday/Tuesday /Thursday 9:00-5:30  

 

Department President, 

Hello Auxiliary Members! 

We are entering a special month for our organization.  A time to remember our Veterans.  A time 

to give back.  A time that really is important to me, when we all join together for Christmas 

Shops for our Veterans.  This is why most of us joined the ALA, to help our Veterans, and who 

more than those in our VA hospitals and residences.  This year we have the joy of physically 

returning to the West Haven facility!  I thank every member in every Unit who has donated 

merchandise or funding to support our VA&R Program so that we can provide each of these 

Veterans with gifts for their family members and for themselves.  It is so much fun to be there, 

shopping with them and wrapping their gifts.  I hope many of you will consider joining me at 

Rocky Hill or West Haven Christmas Shops this month! 

 

Now is also the time to remember our community and our neighbors near and far.  So many are 

in need, whether it be food, clothing, heat for their homes.  Please consider donating to your 

local community food banks and shelters, maybe your town has a fuel bank or your churches 

have collections for food and clothing.  Let us remember AEF, our Auxiliary Emergency Fund, 

so many of our fellow members, have experienced tragedy with the hurricanes and tornadoes.  

This is a way to help them because we know where the funds are going. 

 

Work together, we don’t always have to think the same or agree but we have the same goal and 

the same mission so put aside the differences that arise in every group and look for common 

ground.  Learn the art of compromise, it makes life much more enjoyable. 

 

Together we are One Team – One Mission! 

 

For God and Country, 

Janice Sentivany 

Department of CT 

President 

860.416.4572 

1teuke@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

http://www.alactdept.weebly.com/
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Membership  

                 Let’s hit our membership renewals by December!!                                                                                                                                  
 

I am excited to share that Connecticut is currently ranked number two in the Eastern Division 

for membership renewals. This is a fantastic achievement, and it’s all thanks to the hard work 

each of you puts in every day. Now, let’s aim even higher! 

 

Our goal is to reach at least 75% renewals by the beginning of December. By working together 

and focusing on renewing existing memberships, we can strengthen our standing and set the 

standard across the division. 

 

Thank you all for your dedication and commitment—let’s make this happen! If you unit needs 

any help or questions answered, please contact me at kristinjonesala@gmail.com 

or 203-671-7447. 

 

 
 

Kristin Jones 

Sr. VP / Membership Chairman 
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Notes From the Department Office 

- ALAMIS Renewal time is now! Every unit with any access must pay for 

renewal by 12/23/24. This will cover the calendar year 2025. Form attached. 

- When mailing correspondence to the office, use PO Box 266, Rocky Hill, 06067-0266 

only.  Email correspondence – aladeptct@gmail.com 

*** 2024-2025 Unit Officers/Chairmen Lists are still needed from the following units. 

Please send asap even if nothing has changed from last year. Without updated 

information we cannot be sure the information is being received by the current 

officers/chairmen. Those units with asterisk need only send chairmen lists. 

          1st District –2, 23, 33, 56, 68, 133, 142, 197                                                                                                                                                   

2nd District – 45, 48,50, 79, 88, 89, 127, 165, 174, 194, 196, 204 3rd District – 100, 177  

4th District -13, 14, 91    5th District 4, 9, 138   6th District - 22 7th District - 61,64,113 

 

Finance 
Fall has arrived and so has our next fundraising event! 

The American Legion Auxiliary, Department of CT is selling 2025 wall calendars. They are a 

one of a kind calendar with important dates, Red Shirt Friday reminders and a picture of 

National Commander Jim LaCoursiere on the inside cover. 

The cost of each calendar is $10.00. There are several ways to purchase them. You can send a 

check made payable to the ALA, Dept. of CT and put calendar in the memo line. If you want it 

mailed to you, please include $3.00 for shipping expenses and include your address. You can go 

to the Auxiliary Office located at 287 West St., Rocky Hill, Building 50, 2nd floor and pick it 

up. Or you can use our newly established online payment method by going to 

givebutter.com/ALACalendar2025. If you want it shipped there is a space to provide all your 

information and the fee of $3.00 for each calendar should be included. There is a small fee for 

the purchaser that gets added to the total. 

Thank you to all who participated in our Spice sale! It seems to have been a success! 

The polo shirt retail store has closed! Any orders that were already in the office were 

ordered and have just arrived in the office.  

Please support us in our fundraising efforts, if you are able. 

Thank you, 

Marge Sunbury 

ALA Dept. Finance Chairman 

860-639-3011 

margesun1955@gmail.com  

 

 

mailto:aladeptct@gmail.com
mailto:margesun1955@gmail.com


 
Auxiliare #3 4 November 2024 

Americanism 

Hello All!   I hope you all are enjoying this fall weather and having a productive and successful 

month of October. What did your unit do this month for Americanism? Did you get the info to 

your schools for the Americanism essay Contest? Please, take a look at the calendar to see what 

dates of significance are coming up. Do you have plans for Veterans Day? Fly your flag, hand 

out hand flags to ceremony attendees, plan an event, or work with the legionnaires to 

recognize our veterans on Nov 11. This year, back by popular request, I am asking units to have 

members take pictures of American Flags hanging in their community or wherever you see one. 

There will be another photo contest at Mid-Winter Conference in January. If you label your 

photos with your town name, that would be even better. I will try to include the title when 

printed this year. I am not a computer guru but getting better at photoshop fixes. I will share our 

collection with Dept and National! Let’s put CT on the map for PATRIOTISM!! Please, when 

possible, no people in the photo, as we need a sign off to publish peoples pictures. 

Reminder! If you haven’t done it yet, now is when to finish putting together your essay contest 

papers. Essay form for students was in the PIC papers. 

I HAVE ALSO ATTACHED: 5 WAYS TO REMEMBER VETERANS ON VETERANS 

DAY and PATRIOTIC CALENDAR DATES (1 file). 

I am still missing many email addresses for unit chairman or president. PLEASE, I want to be 

able to communicate with everyone directly. 

If you would like me or my committee to come and visit your meetings, or guide you please 

reach out. When emailing me please be sure to mark the subject line Americanism so it doesn’t 

get buried. Thank you and looking forward to working with you! Be sure Dept has an email for 

you. I am hoping to send emails out this year, as new ideas or thoughts come up. 

Eileen D’Andrea, Americanism Chairman, Dept of CT. 

Cell: 203-621-4258, email: edandrea72@yahoo.com 

 

Community Service 
Who smells Turkey roasting in the oven? November is a special time when we gather 

with our families on Thanksgiving Day.  But November is more than just eating Turkey – 

there are many ways we can help our communities.  We can: Participate in a charity 

turkey trot or walk; Volunteer with food programs to help serve hot meals at a soup 

kitchen – Help fill grocery or food bins at a food bank or assemble food boxes to collect 

donations in; Attend Veteran Day services in your community; Write letters to service 

members; Take a veteran to lunch or coffee; and lastly Vote and fly the flag!  And 

just for fun…..November 9th  is National Scrabble Day – invite a friend to play a game, 

November 21st  is world Hello Day – say hello to everyone you see – you may make them 

smile, and November is national Banana Pudding Lovers month – share some with a 

friend or neighbor.   

Happy Thanksgiving!   

 

Gladys DiDia Community Service Chairman Cmeow26@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:Cmeow26@sbcglobal.net
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Education 
Happy November.  Scholarships for 2025 are now available on the ALA National Site 

(https://www.legion-aux.org/scholarships).  The Scholarships are: 

1. Spirit of Youth Scholarship 

2. Member Loyalty Scholarship 

3. Children of Warriors National Presidents' Scholarship 

4. Non-Traditional Student Scholarship 

Descriptions can be found on the website.   All four are submitted directly on the ALA site and 

are due by 11:59 PM Eastern time, March 1,2025.  Please reach out to your high schools to 

have them post the information on their school websites. 

 

November 18th -22th is American Education Week. This is a great time to recognize school 

administrators and staff with special treats.  Festivities should honor the team of people who 

work in our nation’s public schools, everyone from the bus driver and classroom teacher to the 

cafeteria worker and administrative staff, plus countless others.  Show your THANKS the week 

before Thanksgiving! 

“It’s easy to make a buck. It’s a lot tougher to make a difference.” – Tom Brokaw 

 

Elaine Kotler 

Education Chair 

elainekotler@yahoo.com 

 

Leadership 
It’s amazing what you can accomplish if you do not care who gets the credit. Harry S. Truman 

Leadership word of the month.   

Accountability - the obligation to explain, justify and take responsibility for one’s actions. 

Active leadership traits: 

Positivity:     Leading with positivity supports an organization.  When there is more positivity, 

good things happen, more gets done, more members speak up and share, more creativity, and 

more members feel valued. 

Outcome:     Manage outcomes not the process.  If a project is getting done on time, and it went 

well, let your members do the work they volunteered for.  Do not micro-manage your members 

because this sends the message of mistrust and they will not volunteer the next time.  Don’t 

forget to thank them for the work they have done. 

Collaboration:     Be a leader who collaborates and doesn’t dictate.  Collaboration is when the 

leader and the members cooperate on a common goal.  Listen more than talk, as this supports 

trust and understanding. 

 

Alcyne Welton    alcynewelton@gmail.com 

 

 

https://www.legion-aux.org/scholarships
mailto:elainekotler@yahoo.com
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Legislative 

Now‘s the  to        

I hope every member uses their citizens’ rights and votes are November 11th . It is your right 

and responsibility to do so. Get to know the candidates ahead of time so when you walk into 

that voting booth, you know who you are voting for. Look at the issues that are most important 

to you and to the American Legion, as you know, we support all American legion priorities. If 

you are holding a candidate night at your post or if you’re just meeting with your senators and 

representatives to talk about how they feel about certain issues, the following are some dos and 

don’ts that you must follow: 

DO invite all the candidates not just some of them. 

DON’T where any Legion family branding on your person or in the room, especially if 

pictures are being taken. 

DO be welcoming and smile and congratulate all the candidates 

DON’T endorse or support any candidate under your auxiliary or post as we are non-partisan 

If you follow these few simple rules, you should have a very successful candidates 

night or meeting with your representative. Also remember that you are an individual 

and you have the right to your opinion if it is not on behalf of the organization. 

 

Good luck and hope to see everyone at the polls!!  Don’t forget to sign up brother grassroots 

actions list at legion.org. 

 

Debra Knickerbocker, Chairperson      860/9675367     Tiggerhawk2004@cox.net 

National Security 

It was great to see so many familiar and new faces at the PIC event last month and I appreciated 

all your support during my presentation. A wealth of information, guiding you to fulfill our 

mission – Service Not Self! I look forward to hearing from your Unit National Security Chair, 

so we can work together to answer any questions they might have. 

Everyone is thinking of and supporting the southern states through the latest weather disasters. 

Just because a disaster has not happened in your area doesn’t mean that it can’t happen, prepare 

your family and community members now. Check Out -CT.gov -CT Prepares Connecticut’s 

Emergency Management News and Resource Center. Read over the information, use and share 

whatever you need for your family, or as handouts for a community workshop. Did you know 

the #1 item you should have on hand, during an emergency, is bottled water, it doesn’t go bad, 

and it is used for cooking, and drinking. 

November 1 – 30 is National Military Family Month, thank you to each of you for the part you 

are playing to support our active-duty military, the National Guard, and the National Guard 
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Reserve – you are appreciated! Recognize and support our Blue Star Military Families by 

offering Caregiver Respite time, holiday meals and offer to watch the children, so mom and dad 

can have a night out. Each active military family member needs support, let them know you are 

there for them. On October 2nd, the Connecticut National Guard, Windsor Locks, was deployed 

to aid in hurricane Helene relief efforts in North Carolina. There are 24 National Guard 

Facilities in CT. Check Out - ct.ng.mil – for information regarding the National Guard 

locations, events, and possible sites to drop off thank you or holiday cards, cookies or Care 

Packages. Your Vote is Your Voice – It is your right and a privilege, defended by our active-

military!! 

Chair Judy Lehosky · 860-949-8406 · lehoskyj.ala@gmail.com · text 860-235-9586 

 

VA&R 

                                    VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!    
          The Christmas Gift Shops are right around the corner!!  
 If you would be able to give some time to assist with setting up the Gift Shops, helping 

veterans shop, wrapping gifts – we would appreciate it very much. Call me at the office 203-

233-0956 or email me at kari2001ala@gmail.com to let me know when you would like to 

volunteer. 
 

We will be setting up both Gift Shops at Rocky Hill (Levitow Health Care Center and in the 

Auditorium [for the Veterans’ Residence and Newington VA]) on Friday November 29th. We 

will start at 9:30 and work until everything is set to go! Many hands help complete the job 

quicker.  

Levitow Gift Shop will be open on Saturday, November 30th with ribbon cutting at 10:00am 

and continue until 4:00pm. Sunday, December 1st from 9:00am – 1:00pm. After closing we 

will be packing everything up and taking it back to the office. 

 

 The auditorium will be open on Sunday, December 1st with ribbon cutting at 9:00am and 

continue until 5:00pm.  Monday, December 2nd from 9:00am – 5:00pm.After closing we will 

be packing everything up and taking it back to the office. 

 

WHVA – set up Saturday, December 7th starting at 9:00am and continuing until finished. 

Ribbon cutting Sunday, December 8th at 9:00am and continue until 5:00pm. Monday,  

December 9th – 9:00am- 5:00pm. After closing we will pack up and load the truck to return 

everything to the office. 

 

 Please consider volunteering for this endeavor.  

 

Karen L Thompson, VA&R Chairman    Kari2001ala@gmail.com 

 

mailto:kari2001ala@gmail.com
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Chaplain 
November, the thankful month. Let us be thankful, thankful for the bounty of food on our 

tables, the shelter of our homes, the daily lives we live and the friends and family who have 

touched our lives to make us whole. And, as always, let us be thankful for our veterans who 

cannot be with us at this time. 

Let us help all those who are less fortunate than ourselves, be it by lending a hand or giving a 

smile. It is the little things that make our lives beautiful. Blessings of love, health and happiness 

to one and all. May you have all that you need and be happy with all that you have. 

Lorraine Dixon 

dixonlorraine@aol.com 

 

Dates to Remember 

November 2024                                               December 2024 
  3 Daylight Savings Ends World Teacher’s Day      7 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day                                       

10 Department Testimonial Columbus Day              25 Christmas Day                                      

11 Veteran’s Day                                                       26 – Jan 1 Kwanzaa 

28 Thanksgiving                                                        26- Jan 2 Hanukkah 

29 – Dec 2 Rocky Hill Gift Shops                            31 New Year’s Eve                                                                       

 

Future Dates    

January 1 Happy New Year 

January 25 Mid-Winter Conference                                                      

 

 

Past Department Presidents’ Birthdays – November 

None 

          

 

                    IN MEMORIAM 
                        Mary Ann Stochmal Unit #10            Nan Parker         Unit #12 

                        Marie Kology           Unit #26            Barbara Archer   Unit #66 

                        Patricia Maciuszek   Unit #66             Mary Morelli      Unit #72 

                        Babette Strumpf       Unit #194  Ann Barcia          Unit #204   

             

            

 

 
 

  

mailto:dixonlorraine@aol.com
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  American Legion Auxiliary 

   Department of Connecticut 

   PO Box 266 

    Rocky Hill, CT 06067-0266   
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